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Surviving Rejection 

Shubha Sen
HOUSEHOLD SALVATION

Pastor Tony Mathias

There is only one way to salvation and that is through faith in Jesus Christ. Salvation only comes through an individual believing in Christ. It is not something a father can do for his son or daughter. There is no guarantee that if one member of a family believes the rest will do so. Mt7:13-14; John 6:67-68; John 14:6;      Acts 4:12; Eph2:8.

Jesus Himself indicates that the Gospel often divides families. Also, God elects individuals to salvation and the elect believe and are saved. This indicates that both ‘election and salvation’ are more individual in nature than corporate although God does have a family plan. Mt10: 34-36; 24: 24, 31; Mk13: 20;     Rom9: 16-18;
If salvation is an individual action, how are we to understand passages in the Bible that seem to promise of household salvation? Let us consider a few examples.

Cornelius’ Household

Acts10: 33; 11: 14-18; Rom1: 16

A promise was given to Cornelius that his household would be saved. This does not mean it applies universally to all households. It was a specific promise to a specific person at a specific time.  

Cornelius and his household gathered to hear Peter commanded by the Lord speak. They were in a position to hear the Gospel which “is the power of God to salvation.” Hearing Peter preach the Gospel Cornelius’s entire household believed and were baptized. So, they were saved was according to God’s plan of salvation, the preaching of the Gospel. They were saved because they believed not because Cornelius did. 

The Philippian Jailer 

Acts 16:30-33

The jailer asks “Sirs what must I do to be saved.” Paul and Silas responded, “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household.” 

Again this promise is given to a specific individual in specific context yet universal in nature unlike the promise to Cornelius. The promise is not one of household salvation but is entirely consistent with every other verse in the Bible that speaks of salvation – believe in the Lord Jesus “you shall be saved.” 

Again we see that salvation came as the result of hearing the Word of God and responding in faith which is also consistent with every other verse in the Bible concerning salvation. They were not saved because they were part of the jailers household, instead they were saved because they believed the Gospel message and responded in faith. -  Individual people hear the gospel, respond in faith and are saved. 

However, God's plan is also a family plan. All of the beautiful ties of home and family are meant to be eternal. We may not understand how God can accomplish a family relationship in heaven. His desire is that none should perish but all be saved. It is impossible to understand his methods.  Rom11:33  

Rahab saved the spies who went into Jericho. The spies, inspired by God, said, asked Rahab, to bring her family here into the house and they would all be saved. Rahab did so and her family was saved. Jos6:17-25

God showed his keen interest in families by forming the home before he made the church. He wants that same wonderful unity, and recognition of himself, which people expect to feel in the church, to also be in the home.

Many Christians have been praying for the unsaved loved ones in their families. "Does this mean they are already ALL saved?" "No, God will not violate the free will, but it means that he is going to do everything necessary to bring people to the point where it will be easy for them to make the choice to serve him. And yet they could reject his offer

If you have laid your loved ones before him in sincerity and in faith you can start praising God right now. He is on the job, and has released forces to bring about circumstances which would make it hard for these people to resist God. The Holy Spirit is preaching to them along with his angels on errands. God desires none to perish but all to be saved. He really loves people!

CATCH THE FIRE
Pastor Tony Mathias

The God of purpose works through history by means of revivals, - sudden, mighty moves of the Holy Spirit, counteracting spiritual decline and creating spiritual momentum. God’s specialists have appeared on the scene of the Church decline, during the past great global awakenings. God poured out His Holy Spirit, in a big way, reviving the church and saving the lost. The Holy Spirit repeatedly visits both Church and street in renewal and awakening movements. 
The last wave in our days is gaining momentum globally, which should culminate in the Rapture. The flame that is kindled is being fanned. The great flames are spreading worldwide through those enflamed. Have you caught the fire?
Ministries that have even quit amidst trial and tribulation are coming alive with a revival message. Seeds of youth that have been stifled at an early age will bear fruit. The prodigals are coming back to the Father’s house. Drunkards, gamblers and drifters are hearing the sounds of revival and are returning. They are discovering seeds of revival in deserts of despair. 

It would be fitting to recall a few of the revivalists of today: Oral Roberts; Benny Hinn; Rynehard Bonnke; Charles & Frances Hunter; Carlos Anacondia; Claudio Friedzon; Rodney Howard Browne; Todd Bentley… the list goes on and on. As we surrender our lives to Him and seek Him and His anointing, He will fill us with fresh fire and whatever needs to be revived, including Prayer and the Word. 
Have you caught the fire?

Revival is the return of the Christian from backsliding with a renewed conviction of sin and repentance followed with an intense desire to walk in the fear of God. It begins with individual and corporate repentance and confession, of sins. There will be no revival in the Church without genuine repentance and desire for personal holiness. It is God’s visitation to the backslidden Church, brought about with his people praying in the season of Revival. His sovereign move brings conviction, repentance and reconciliation. His methodology may be Pentecostal, Evangelistic, Charismatic or all of them combined but always through a total and utter dependence on the work of the Holy Spirit. - A deeper passion for the lost.
Some of the signposts to revival are prayer, humility, brokenness, conviction of sin, and repentance. Miracles are commonplace in the presence of the Lord. The world is waiting for a new demonstration of power of the Gospel. The specialists God uses hold holiness and consecration of prime importance. How important it is to walk in the fear of the Lord?
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The ‘fire catchers’ of the new millennium having experienced transformed lives in a short span of time are excitedly setting others aflame worldwide. It is happening all over. This is the time for completely deliverance of God’s people from the hand of the Evil one. The Holy Spirit desires us to surrender ourselves totally to Him, holding nothing back, seeking to be filled with His fire. Have you caught the fire?
1Pt4: 17. We need revival because the time has come that judgment must begin at the house of God. We need to be revived because of sin. Backsliding is the result of sin. We need to read God’s Word and pray regularly. When revival comes, people have a deep sense of the presence of God, deep sense of sin, conversion of sinners, few are backslidden etc. 
This is God’s timing for another great move of his Spirit as the masses are being trained to go out and minister on a one-to-one basis. God is going to give the world a demonstration in the last hour as the world has never known. Before the fire spreads globally, this inward fire will burn with great intensity and set our entire course of life ablaze. 
Revival will break the power of the world and of sin over Christians, bring backslidden Christians to repentance, and get their faith renewed. When Churches are awakened reformation and salvation of sinners follows. Revival can be expected when Christians have a spirit of prayer for a revival. 
God has always had His Specialists whose chief concern has been the moral breakdown, the decline in the spiritual health of the nation or the church. Such men were Elijah, Jeremiah, Malachi and others of their kind who had appeared at critical moments in history to reprove, rebuke and exhort in the name of God and righteousness. When the people of God go astray from the paths of truth, revivalists appear almost out of nowhere. This is all God’s doing. They may seem radical extreme fanatical, and negative, shocking some, frightening others, but they are called by the Lord on a mission of holiness. 
God sends revival to reverse backsliding.  He also sends revival to increase missionary work.  He sends revival to create spiritual momentum in the work of God which will cause the gospel to spread to the unreached Isaiah 59:19.  Church growth occurs when miraculous events take place. God continues to speak from heaven.  When we turn a deaf ear to the Lord, it implies that our hearts are hardened. They need to be softened again Heb 12:25.  
Those revived will be filled with tender and burning love for souls. They will have a longing desire for the salvation of the whole world. They will be in an agony for individuals whom they want to be saved--their friends, relations, and enemies. They will not only be urging them to give their hearts to God, but they will carry them to God in the arms of faith, and with strong crying and tears beseech God to have mercy on them.

Isaiah prophesied:  “See, darkness covers the earth and thick darkness is over the peoples, but the Lord rises upon you, and his glory appears over you.”   Isaiah 60:2.  
Peter’s first sermon in Acts 2 was for the beginning of the Church Age, but his second sermon in Acts 3 was for the End.  In his second sermon, he said, “Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord and that he may send the Christ who has been appointed for you - even Jesus.” Acts 3:19-20.  
Peter associated times of refreshing (Revival) with the second coming of Christ.  Peter taught us times of refreshing would come from the presence of the Lord in the time of the Lord’s return.  He shall send Jesus Christ unto you, whom the heaven must retain “…until the time comes for God to restore everything….”   Acts 3: 21.  
Peter taught that just before the Lord’s second coming, times of refreshing and times of restoration of the power and authority and character of Christ would be manifest. God’s end-time plan includes restoration of His glory, power, presence, gifts and ministries to the church.  In addition, the restoration of  marriages, family-relationships, healing and health, spiritual leadership in the church, the nation Israel and so on. Revival is for Our Day!
Apart from Israel and the church, another important sign of the wave of revival, is mirrored usually, changes in the leadership.  When God is getting ready to do a fresh work, there is usually a shake-up in leadership.  In every generation, it seems that God uses three things as sign boards to convey His message – Israel, the church, and leadership.  
God finds the people who, knowing His will, and His time, set themselves to pray. The Lord Jesus came as God’s revival wave to Israel Lk19: 41-44. 
The Jews failed to acknowledge His ministry, rejected and crucified Him. They didn’t know the time of God’s visitation. Judgment resulted. This is God’s season for revival.

Is it possible for God to send a great revival and for us not to know it? Yes. We can be right in the middle of an area where God is moving by His Spirit and if there’s no spiritual hunger and thirst, perception and awareness, we will miss it. Spiritual appetite is necessary. The Lord fills only the hungry Mt5: 6; 
Religious people are most prone to miss the revival. Religious training did not prepare the Pharisees and Sadducees for God’s visitation. Anna the prophetess recognized God’s visitation because of her spiritual sensitivity, so was Daniel Lk2: 38; Dan9: 3, 10:3. 
We also need to prepare by righteous devotion like Simeon Lk2: 25.                  He was sensitive to the Holy Spirit. He knew that the little babe brought in swaddling clothes was God’s salvation because the Spirit gave him revelation and understanding. A visitation of the Spirit of God is recognized only as the Holy Spirit enables you to see it. If our hearts are right towards God we will participate in the revival wave and not be just spectators. Whenever a heart turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 2Cor 3: 16
We are going to see a revival that brings so many converts into the churches that we may not be able to cope with the explosive growth. We catch the fire, let us fan its flames and spread it far and wide. There’s never been a day like this day, nor an hour like this hour! 

ANECDOTES

Good Advice for Pastors 

"Learn to say "no." It will be of more use to you than to be able 
to read Latin."

Curious Leadership 

"You have achieved excellence as a leader when people will follow you everywhere if only out of curiosity."

Practical Living

FRIENDSHIP

“An honest answer is the sign of true friendship”.--Proverbs 24: 26  

“Two are better than one; because they have a good reward for their labor. For if they fall, the one will lift up his fellow: but woe unto him that is alone when he falleth; for he hath not another to help him up.”
Eccl 4:9-10. 

“A friend loves at all times.” Proverbs 17: 17. 

On a lighter note
Q: How do you study the Bible?
A: You Luke into it.

Q. How long did Cain hate his brother?
A. As long as he was Abel.

Q. Did Eve ever have a date with Adam?
A. No, she had an apple.

Q. When was the first meat mentioned in the Bible?
A. When Noah took Ham into the ark.

A minister parked his car in a no-parking zone in a large city because he was short of time and couldn't find a space with a meter. So he put a note under the windshield wiper that read: "I have circled the block 100 times. If I don't park here, I'll miss my appointment. FORGIVE US OUR TRESPASSES." 
When he returned, he found a citation from a police officer along with this note. "I've circled this block for 10 years. If I don't give you a ticket, I'll lose my job. LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION."

LOOK WHAT THE LORD HAS DONE
Since I started giving ‘offerings’ from the amount assigned to me regarding the food requirements of the house, I noticed I was left with a considerable balance at the end of the month with nothing lacking. 
Earlier I never gave ‘offerings’ and I used to find a shortage in the balance. Praise the Lord! God sees to it that we have no lack but have more than enough with a balance, if we are faithful to obey His Word in our giving. Thank- you Jesus! Lynette M.
I am blessed to be a member of the KSI Church where the Word of God is expounded, people testify to what the Lord has done for them. We have regular times of intercession and many people get healed and delivered from bondages. 
Above all we enjoy the presence of the Lord when we worship Him at Church. Jesus has also healed my arm which ached for a year by standing on His Word. Olive D.
I thank and praise the Lord for the KSI Church where I have been blessed financially and my Office work has been completed and targets achieved. Praise the Lord for His blessings, and the KSI Church, the Pastor, his family and praying members of the Church. Shubha S.
Pastor Tony & Sis. Lynette had an anointed and fruitful ministry & outreach in Ontario Canada - June / July'08. 
Congregations were blessed with anointed teachings, notable healings [spurs, spondylosis, leg-lengthened, cancer, migraine etc], and words of knowledge. Praise the Lord! His mercy endures forever!

HIGHLIGHTS
· Kingdom Seekers International Church 
Sunday Service, 9.00 A.M - 12.00 Noon;                                                       Hotel Shubhangan; Khar Danda; Mumbai     
· United Youth Revival Meeting Saturday September 27, 2008
· Children’s Concert – Sunday, October 5, 2008

· Street Evangelism

· ‘Disciple’s Upper Room Bible Study’                                                        Last Sunday of every month from 1.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m.
Please contact us for details, prayer requests, comments at www.ksim.org
In addition to regular KSI Church routine activities, we have in addition, ‘Disciple’s Upper Room Bible Study’ on the last Sunday of every month from 1.00 p.m. – 5.00 p.m. 
Please contact us for details, prayer requests, comments at www.ksim.org
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“SEEK YE FIRST THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND HIS RIGHTEOUSNESS …” MT6: 33
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