GIFTS OF THE SPIRIT
A spiritual gift given by the Holy Spirit is an extra-ordinary ability for special service, to make the church secure against the world, the flesh and the devil. The gifts of the Spirit are given to proclaim Jesus is Lord. The gifts are the weapons of our warfare. 
Eph6: 12; Mt12: 29; Zec4: 6
As someone expressed so aptly – the gifts are to a believer what the stone was to David when he killed Goliath. It would be like trying to defeat a modern army barehanded without weapons. Without these instruments of God’s power the church would find great difficulty in winning souls, setting the captives free from satanic slavery and bondage.

Philip was an evangelist in Samaria whose preaching was followed with signs, wonders and miracles. What was the result? – The Samaritans believed, were saved and baptized. Acts8: 7-8, 12-13; Mk16: 15; 1Pt1: 23;
Peter and John were sent next to Samaria to minister what would be understood as Baptism in the Holy Spirit evidenced by speaking with Tongues. There are nine gifts of the Holy Spirit enlisted in the book of Corinthians 
Acts8:14-17; 1Cor12: 8-10
REVELATION [Thought]

Word of Wisdom; Word of Knowledge; Discerning of Spirits

UTTERANCE [Vocal]

Prophecy; Tongues; Interpretation of Tongues;

POWER [Action]

Faith; Healings; Miracles

It would be help to remember how the Holy Spirit Thinks, Speaks, Acts through his gifts.
The Holy Spirit does not use everyone in the same way. He divides to each severally as he wills. That means not everyone will have all the gifts of the Spirit in manifestation, but each one can expect to have more than one gift. Let us see what these gifts are:

WORD OF WISDOM Mt24; Lk21; Mk13; Gen6: 12-13; Isa53
It always speaks of the future. God reveals his purpose and plan for the future especially to the church. It reveals the prophetic future under the anointing of God. It can come through dreams and visions and those who ask for it. Some biblical examples: Jesus Christ; Noah; Prophet Isaiah [describes the very nature of the Messiah].
WORD OF KNOWLEDGE Acts9: 10-12; 10: 9-20; Jn1: 47-50
It reveals a fact in existence supernaturally which cannot be known naturally. It brings present or past knowledge. It can come through dreams and visions. Ananias had both these gifts. Christ tells Nathaniel Word of Knowledge - an Israelite with no guile 

DISCERNING OF SPIRITS Exo33: 20-23; Acts16: 16-18; Acts13: 6-12
Discern means to see into the spirit world where there are divine as well as evil spirits. 
It also understands the human spirit supernaturally as revealed by the Holy Spirit. Paul discerned Elymas the sorcerer by this gift.
PROPHECY 1Cor14: 3; Eph4: 11
It is supernatural utterance in a known tongue or language. To prophesy means to be God’s spokesman. The simple gift of prophecy is to edify, exhort, encourage, comfort. In this kind of simple gift of prophecy there is no revelation. But in the ‘Office of the Prophet’ we often find revelation.
TONGUES 1Cor12: 10; 14: 1-5; Rom8: 26; Mk16: 15-18
It is supernatural utterance by the Holy Spirit in languages never learned and may not be understood by the speaker and listener. It comes to those Baptized in the Holy Spirit]. It is a devotional gift used in praise and worship and much more. It can be used in intercession, for receiving guidance, in spiritual warfare and so on. It edifies, strengthens, and builds up a believer when used. 

INTERPRETATION OF TONGUES 1Cor14: 13-15, 27;
It is not a translation of Tongue but an interpretation. The purpose of this gift is to edify the hearers and make them understand the message given for their benefit. It can be used in private life.

FAITH 1Cor12: 9; Eph2: 8; Rom12: 3; Ga5: 22-23; Dan3: 19-23
It is a special kind of faith, a supernatural manifestation of the Holy Spirit to the believer as He wills so that he might receive miracles. This faith is different from ‘saving faith’ or ‘general faith’ or faithfulness, the fruit of faith. The three Hebrew children demonstrated the Gift of Faith 
MIRACLES Exo7: 10; 8: 16
God intervenes supernaturally in the ordinary course of nature in the working of miracles. E.g. the dividing of the Red Sea [gift of faith and gift of miracles are both involved] and the multiplication of the loaves and fishes

HEALINGS 1Cor12: 28-30; Lk4: 18
It is given by God for supernatural healing of diseases without natural means that are often announced by persons operating in this gift. The may call out the names of people healed with their ailments. 
The Lord commands us to eagerly desire these gifts, especially the gift of prophecy. Each of these gifts are tools to edify the Body of Christ. And they need to be cultivated. How do you do that? 1Cor12: 7
Pray for particular gifts 1Cor12: 11; 14: 3; James4: 2
Identify your gifts by success or failure in ministering them

Desire very strongly to have them

Receive prophetic impartation of them by laying on of hands

Look for opportunities to use these gifts

Constant practice, risk and discovery of gift

Study the gifts and seek training

Read biblical characters who used these gifts

Read books, hear tapes on the topic of gifts

Develop friendship with those more developed than you in the gift you are operating Prov13: 20
Check your motive for using these gifts – love, compassion not showing off

Develop a deep friendship with the Holy Spirit.
Finally there must be caution exerted when using these gifts. Let us see what this means.

Seek the Giver [Hoy Spirit] along with his gifts, not the gifts alone because Satan can counterfeit a gift. Follow the way of love and eagerly desire spiritual gifts, especially the gift of prophecy 1Cor14: 
If you have been involved in the Occult [fortunetelling, horoscopes, spiritism, Ouija boards, witchcraft etc] renounce, these things, repent, ask the Lord’s forgiveness before you seek the Baptism in the Holy Spirit otherwise Satan can try to confuse you in the supernatural leading. Destroy discard all objects in your home and life that have supernatural occult ties. God speaks through our hearts not through mediums or objects

Deut18; 10-12
Do Not Seek Baptism in the Holy Spirit if you are not willing to be obedient to God and you do not wish to be holy and you do not want him to speak to you and guide you. But if you want to walk in the fear of the Lord and operate in genuine spiritual gifts then be free of serious wrong doing; let your motives be pure; submit to proper authority; be led by the spirit; do not lay hands suddenly on anyone. Learn the lesson of the Corinthian Church.
