HOW YOU CAN BE BLESSED

TITHE & OFFERING

What is Tithe & Offering? 
Tithe is 1/10th gross income before taxation [including interest from investments and so on]. Offering is over and above.

PRINCIPLE: Mal3: 8-9
God ordained the principle of tithe & offering right from the beginning. Cain brought the first fruit; Abel brought the firstling of fat Gen4. Abraham & Jacob practiced it Gen14 & 28. Jesus endorsed and commanded it       Mt23: 23. The nation of Israel was cursed for disobeying this principle. They suffered financial lack, family breakdowns and so on. It happens today as well. ‘Stinginess to God brings a curse.’

PROMISE: Giving opens the door to receiving Mal3: 10-12; Lk6: 38
PROOF: Abundant blessings 
Jacob became exceedingly rich by giving Gen28: 20; 30: 43.
PURPOSE: In Old Testament times the principle of tithe and offering was an important mark of Covenant Relationship. It is the same today. It acknowledges God as Sovereign owner of all we possess. It means putting God first trusting Him to meet our needs Mt6: 33. Again God’s people are blessed and ministered to Acts4: 32-39; financial support to ministers, Church Num18: 24. It includes almsgiving also Gen6: 10; 2Cor9: 9. 

PLACE: Tithes should go to the ‘storehouse’ – the house of the Lord, Church, where you receive shepherding, support, instruction, fellowship, care etc. Offerings should go to missions, Full Time Ministers, Evangelists, Christian Education, Orphanages, Poor & Needy etc.  - In Old Testament times tithes were collected in the storehouse and one of the reasons was for the Levites because of their service. This kept them free to do God’s work without worry Lev27: 30; Num18: 21; 1Cor9: 14. In New Testament times it should be used as wages for Full Time Ministers, other ministries, preaching the gospel etc.

PRACTICE: Pure motives & Attitudes Mt6: 1; 2Cor9:7; Prov11:25. As a result of giving Tithes & Offerings with pure motives & attitudes, walking in the fear of the Lord, you can expect to receive abundantly Lk6: 38;      2Cor8: 9; 9: 8. As you sow you shall reap. If you do not give in this way, you can expect curses. When God multiplies your seed and you plant it for good, you receive much more. 
‘You can count the number of seeds in an apple, but can you count the apples in a seed?’

